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VOCABULARY Some terms to understand:

• restrain (870): prevent an action

• reverse (870): opposite or contrary to a previous condition

• downturn (871): decline especially referring to a business activity

• reformed (872): made changes to fit present needs

• diffusion (872): spread out freely, intermingling of parts

ORGANIZING INFORMATION Match the following items with the problems to 

complete the graphic organizer.

• army and police forces to control citizens • unrestrained anti-communist violence

• government control at the expense of rights

EVALUATING INFORMATION Mark each statement T if it is true or F if it is false.

1. Most Asian countries have populations made up of different races and

cultures.

2. Asians still live in poverty, but the continent is home to some of the fastest

growing economies in the world.

3. Both democratic and communist countries use violence to stop opponents.

4. Because Lee Kuan Yew strictly controlled labor unions, political activity and

the media, Singapore remains one of the most backward countries in the

world.

5. Reliance on foreign investment has helped Asian economic growth in the

1990s.

Problems                                         Solutions

desire for rapid economic growth

continuing internal conflicts between 

ethnic groups

worries about national security

How Asia Copes with Problems
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6. Loose economic groups among Asian countries have helped them get better

loan terms and higher prices for exports.

7. To speed up economic growth, Indonesia allowed big companies to manage

its oil industry.

8. Experts predict that by 2050, China may surpass the United States and

become the largest economy in the world.

UNDERSTANDING MAIN IDEAS For each of the following, write the letter of the best

choice in the space provided.

1. Asian countries started postwar growth slowly because 

a. they suffered in the war.

b. many of their leaders died in the war.

c. most of them emerged from colonial rule with no wealth.

d. no country in the West could loan them enough money.

2. South Korea, Taiwan, Singapore and Hong Kong are called “Four Tigers”

a. because of their important role in the world market.

b. because of the modernized structures in their capital cities.

c. because their population has multiplied beyond land capacity.

d. because of the growing gap between the rich and poor.

3. The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) aims to 

a. help member countries keep their culture.

b. promote growth and social progress in the region.

c. help choose the best leaders for each country.

d. assist governments of member nations pass economic laws.

4. Of these aspects of Asian culture, the one that would seem the least exotic

and unfamiliar to most Westerners is its

a. ancient religions, philosophies and martial arts.

b. ancient manuscripts, carpets, arts and crafts.

c. centuries-old traditions, values and work habits.

d. modernized cities, transportation and lifestyles.

5. One reason given for the success of Japanese products in the marketplace 

is that

a. the Japanese people expect themselves to be more successful than their

neighbors.

b. Japanese schools stress writing and literature.

c. the Japanese government provides low-interest business development

loans.

d. Japanese workers never go out on strike.
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